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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:
June 12, 2009



Dan Plath, Northwest Indiana Paddling Assn.
219-871-9559 / dkplath@gmail.com
Region’s paddlers inaugurate the new Indiana Portion of the Lake Michigan Water Trail & re-inaugurate the Chicago Portion on Lake Michigan’s South Shore 

MICHIGAN CITY, INDIANA—Paddlers from around the region will gather on June 13 to join The Burnham to Marquette Water Trail Expedition – an inaugural journey along the new Indiana Portion of the Lake Michigan Water Trail & a rededication of the Chicago Portion of the Water Trail. The trip will also include programs in parks and beaches along the way informing paddlers and other participants about local history and ecology. 
The expedition launches from Chicago’s Burnham Park / Northerly Island Area on Saturday, June 13 and will stop in Gary’s Marquette Park for a campout with food and entertainment. Sunday morning the expedition will head to Michigan City’s Millennium Plaza for another celebration featuring speeches from local officials, music from local band The Stoneflys, and food from Michigan City’s Sahara Restaurant. Other stops will include 63rd Street Beach and Calumet Park in Chicago; Whihala Beach in Whiting; Jeorse Park in East Chicago; Lakefront Pavilion in Portage, Indiana Dunes State Park; and Lakeview Park in Beverly Shores.
Joining the expedition at Calumet Park, Jack MacRae, naturalist with the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County, will kayak 14 miles of the expedition through the northwest Calumet industrial corridor as part of a 200 mile trek on foot from Kenosha County, WI to southwestern Michigan, which will be documented in a feature story in the Fall 2009 Chicago Wilderness magazine.
Paddlers are welcome to join in and depart the event at any stop along the trail for a $20 registration fee. Spectators wishing to hear about community restoration and revitalization projects along the Southern Lake Michigan Coast are welcome to participate for free at any of the designated stops.
The event has been spearheaded by the Northwest Indiana Paddling Association (NWIPA) and the Illinois Paddling Council (IPC).  The event is a part of The Burnham Plan Centennial Green Legacy Projects, a group of projects illustrating the Chicago Region’s “green infrastructure” of interconnected greenways, biking and hiking trails, waterways, wetlands, parks, forest preserves and native plant vegetation.
For more information and registration visit www.nwipa.org or call Dan Plath at 219-871-9559.

###
*A map and schedule of trail stops is attached and available at www.nwipa.org.  


Expedition Schedule





Saturday, June 13


8:00 – 9:00 am	Registration, ceremony, & launch


Welcome and Re-Dedication of the Chicago segment of the Lake Michigan Water Trail by Mark Thomas, Chief of Staff of the Chicago Park District


		Burnham Park / 12th St. Beach


11:00am		Presentation by Chicago Environment Commissioner, Openlands Exec. Director Gerry


		Adelmann, Grand Victoria


63rd St. Beach, Chicago


2:00pm 	Lunch and presentation by Calumet Stewardship Initiative & National Parks Service


Calumet Park, Chicago 


3:45pm 	Presentations by Whiting Mayor Joseph Stahura and Whiting Lakefront Park Restoration Plan


Whihala Beach, Whiting, IN


7:00pm		Presentation by East Chicago Greenspace Restoration Project


Joerse Park, East Chicago, IN


7:30pm		Marquette Park Camp – Presentations, Movie & Dinner 


Presentations include discussions on the Burnham Plan, Marquette Plan, Marquette Park Restoration, early explorers & Native Americans


Marquette Park, Gary, IN





Sunday, June 14


7:30am		Depart Marquette Park


9:15am	Presentation from Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore and Northwest Indiana Planning Commission


Portage Lakefront Park & Riverwalk, Portage, IN 


12:30pm		Presentations and lunch 


Dunes State Park, IN


2:45 	Presentations from Shirley Heinze Land Trust Restoration and Dunes Learning Center


Lakeview Park, Beverly Shores, IN


5:30  	Party with food and live music plus presentations from Michigan City & Trail Creek Restoration & Revitalization, Michigan City Mayor Charles Oberlie, and others


Millennium Plaza at Washington Park, Michigan City, IN











